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Summary of Session 1 Discussions 

Under the theme of “Exchange of information on the use of early transmission and gathering 


systems for earthquake-damage information development”, Mr. Doi from Japan Meteorological 


Agency reported on the activities and related future possibilities ofNowcast Earthquake 


Information System. Dr. Wald from United States Geological Survey reported on the system of 


TriNet “ShakeMap” and Internet-based post-earthquake information gathering, related to the 


gathering of earthquake shaking and damage information in California. Mr. Shimada from City 


of Yokohama Government reported on the revision of the city’s plans for earthquake disaster 


mitigation after the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, and the outline and practices of “READY 


(Realtime Assessment of earthquake Disasters in Yokohama)“. Dr. Nishenko from FEMA 


reported on the HAZUS capabilities as a near-real time rapid damage assessment tool, and its 


utilization under the magnitude 7.1 1999 Hector Mine earthquake in southern California. 


Questions and answers 


. The opinion was expressed that the use and analysis of information should take account 


of the information’s “ease of use,” specifically formatting issues. The speaker responded that 


when databases were constructed it was important that they be built in a way that was easy for 


other institutions to use, and that his impression was that the Japanese had r&ted that 


somewhat more than the Americans. Formats in tbe US were varied, and some were of the 


opinion that there should be shldies into the feasibility of improving the synergy between 


databases. 


. There was a question on the transmission methods and information carried by the Japan 


Meteorological Agency’s Nowcast Earthquake Information System. The speaker responded that 


pagers and satellites were used, but that pagers ordinarily required minute orders. This could be 


reduced to I Osecond orders if priority processing technology were introduced, but that would 


require investments by the t&corns carriersiso there was no immediate solution in sight. The 


only information carried is a statement that an earthquake had occurred. 


. There was a question on what sort of improvements were required by Yokohama’s 


READY. The speaker responded that on a day-to-day basis, the findings from underground 


structure probes should be fed back into data. 


. There was a question about whether HAZUS and TriNet “ShakeMap” were connected 


on-line, and about the degree of disparity between HAZUS estimates and actual damage. The 
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speaker responded that information could be retrieved from TriNet “ShakeMap” over the 

Internet, and from Cube over pagers, but that there was no on-line connection. The results of 

verification studies were currently being put together, he said. 
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